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forms described yesterday are in force in the village
except the common herding of cattle. Their four
irrigation wells are jointly owned and worked: as many
as twenty-four families share in one, and from five to
fifteen in the others. They are used only in times of
scarcity, because the water is brackish and spoils the
land. There is an old-established panchayet, and it
forms part of a larger panchayet which governs the
affairs of the twelve Meo villages of the neighbourhood.
The latter last met in May to assist the'police in dis-
covering who had committed a certain murder and to
help them to decide who should be prosecuted.

When we continued our march, the sun was but
a spear's length above the Aravalli hills, which mark
the end of the Punjab plain and the beginnings of
Rajputana. Flat-topped, their long low line across
the horizon recalled the hills of Tourraine, and seen
against the setting sun and steeped in blue shadow, they
made a beautiful background to the undulating plain,
which was all ablaze with the mustard yellow of the

rape-seed.  At Sikrawa I found T-------and a colony of

tents. T------i's the first person I have met on this tour

who is touring on a horse.

[9 MILES]

January yd. HALT
The cold last night was intense and two out of my five Meos and
followers are down with fever. We are now deep in
the country of the Meos, a Muhammadan tribe claim-
ing Rajput descent but probably of aboriginal origin.1
They are bad cultivators and worse financiers, but hold
together with the closeness of a secret society. About
100 of them were in camp this morning to attest trans-
fers of land, and amongst them some banias. One of
these admitted that the ordinary rate of interest was
24 per cent, that there was not much difficulty about

' * They are probably descended from the aboriginal Bhik (Gurgaon
1910, p- 60).